


Story and photos by Staff Sgt.  Joseph Swaf-
ford
6th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

TAMPA, Fl — Service members from Mac-
Dill AFB were joined by Tampa Bay Buc-
caneer  players and cheerleaders to take on 
troops deployed to Qatar and Iraq in a Pro 
vs. GI Joe video game competition Sept. 29, 
at One Buc Place, the Bucs training facility 
in Tampa.

The competition was made possible by non-
profit support organizations Pro vs. GI Joe 
and the Uniformed Services Organization in 
an effort to provide the troops with a much 
needed break from the daily stresses of a de-
ployment.

The concept behind Pro vs. GI Joe is to pro-
vide troops serving all over the world with 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to take on 
their favorite professional athlete or celebrity 
in heated head-to-head video game competi-
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Master Sgt. James Jones, 6th Maintenance Group and 
members of the Tampa Bay Bucs cheerleading squad 
sing while Bucs running back Clifton Smith plays the 
drums during a game of “Rock Band Smash Hits” against 
servicemembers deployed to Qatar.

MacDill members take on the Bucs

Sing it loud!

Servicemembers from MacDill AFB along with Tampa Bay Bucs players and cheer-
leaders play “Rock Band Smash Hits” against troops deployed to Qatar during a Pro 
vs. G.I. Joe online video game competition at One Buc Place in Tampa, Sept. 29. Pro 
vs. G.I. Joe is a non-profit organization.

Linebacker Adam Hayward han-
dles the guitar for his team, work-
ing through a “Rock Band” song in 
competition against the “Joes.” 



by Sgt. Rick Nelson
Combat Correspondent

MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, 
Fla.—Tears rolled down the faces 
of attendees as civilian and service-
members alike mourned over the loss 
of a Marine assigned to Combat As-
sault Company, 3rd Marine Division 
during a Memorial Service held at 
the MacDill Air Force Base,  Chapel 
Oct. 1.

Gunnery Sgt. Aaron M. Kenefick, 
who served as the administration 
chief at U.S. Central Command from 
2004 to 2007, was killed in action 
during combat operations in eastern 
Afghanistan on Sept. 8, following an 
ambush that also killed three other 
Marines and a Navy corpsman. 

Kenefick, a 12-year Marine from 
Western N.Y., was assigned to an em-
bedded training team with the Com-
bined Security Transition Command, 
which trains and equips Afghan se-
curity forces, in the Sarkani District 
of Kunar province when the incident 
happened.

As Kenefick’s sisters and girlfriend 
gathered the strength to speak on 
his behalf at the chapel podium, the 
heartbroken sobs of attendants broke 
through the silence.

“He was a good strong man and was my hero,” said Kerry Crosby, 
Gunnery Sgt. Kenefick’s girlfriend. “I always called him my superman 
and will miss him greatly.”

Nick Romanak, a former Marine who knew him for nine years de-
scribed Kenefick as a person who was motivated, dedicated to the Ma-
rine Corps, his family, and his friends.

“Gunny Kenefick was my best friend, and was the kind of friend that 
you would always want by your side, someone who would always be 
there for you,” said the Bloomingdale, Mich. native. “We met each other 
when we both were stationed in Germany. He was at (Special Opera-
tions Command, Europe) and I was at (European Command).”

Romanak added he considered Kenefick a hero, who always went 
above and beyond.

“He always took the difficult less traveled route that others wouldn’t 
necessarily take and was as always out front, always leading,” explained 
Romanak. “He was a warrior who volunteered to go to Afghanistan to 
be a team leader for the infantrymen when he was an admin chief and 
could have just hung out in the rear all day, but he chose to go to the 

frontlines, to be the trigger puller, to be part of something special.” 
Their deaths marked the largest number of U.S. servicemembers as-

signed as Afghan National Army trainers killed in a single incident since 
the war to uproot terrorists and oust the Taliban began in 2001.

As the service ended, attendees made their way to the stage, which 
was filled with flowers and photo collages, in order to pay their condo-
lences. 

With a knot in his throat, Romanak added, “He was a great man, a 
great Marine, he’s someone who is irreplaceable and the loss of him has 
left all of us that were close to him with a piece missing that will never 
be replaced. If he was going to die he wanted to do it like a man and he 
did. He went guns blazing, and with dignity and respect.”

SISTER SERVICES
Tears fall during memorial service held for fallen Marine
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A Marine bows to show re-
spect for Gunnery Sgt. Aaron M. 
Kenefick who was killed in action 
Sept. 8, 2009 while conducting 
combat operations in Afghani-
stan.

Photo by Sgt. Rick Nelson

A memorial ceremony was held Oct. 1 in order to honor Gunnery Sgt. 
Aaron  Kenefick who made the ultimate sacrifice and was killed in ac-
tion on Sept. 8, while conducting combat operations in Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.



Company Grade Officers Council
The CGOC meets at the Bayshore Club, SWAP, the 

second Friday of the month at 3:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, e-mail the CGOC at 6amw.cgoc.2@macdill.af.mil. 
POC is Lt. Gilberto Perez

Chiefs Group
The Chiefs Group meets at the Surf ’s Edge Club in the 

Heritage Room the second Tuesday of the month from 12 
to 1 p.m. For more information, e-mail the Chiefs Group at 
chiefsgroup@macdill.af.mil POC Chief Michele Flaherty.

Junior Enlisted Council
The JEC meets at the Enlisted Club in the Heritage 

room the third Wednesday of the month at 3 p.m. For 
more information, e-mail Macdill.Noc3Dristo@macdill.
af.mil POCs are Airman 1st Class Diana Plazas Ospina 
(President) and Senior Airman Toneda Smith (Vice-president).

AFSA Chapter 552
The AFSA Chapter 552.meets at the Enlisted Club the 

third Tuesday of the month in the Heritage Room at 11:30 
a.m.  For more information, contact Master Sgt. Lisa 
Pomeroy at 828-3231, Master Sgt. Aaron Sanchez at 828-
3660 or Senior Master Sgt. Gerald  Barnett at 828-4334.

MacDill Top 3
The MacDill Top 3 meets at the Surf ’s Edge in the Heri-
tage Room the first Thursday of the month at 3 p.m. For 
more information, e-mail the MacDill Top 3 at macdill-
top3@macdill.af.mil 

MacDill Enlisted Spouses Club
The MacDill Enlisted Spouses Club meets at the base 

chapel in Annex 1 the second Tuesday of month begin-
ning with a potluck at 6 p.m. and meeting at 7 p.m. For 
more information, log on to www.facebook.com/macdill.
esc or e-mail macdillesc@yahoo.com. 

MacDill Boy Scout Troop 56
The MacDill Boy Scout Troop 56 meets at Building 702 

(Scout Program Hut) Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. For 
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Ryan Wheatley at 
827-9391. 

Retired Enlisted Association Chapter 58
The Retired Enlisted Association Tampa Bay Chapter 

58 meets at the Surf ’s Edge Club in the Heritage Room 
the third Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Juanita Anspach, REATBC 58 secretary 
at (813) 837-5065.
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rity forces facility on Bayshore to expand 
the parking area with some much needed 
parking. The old clinic will be demolished in 
about one month and will increase our green 
space in our residential area. We will begin 
working plans that will incorporate that 
space to benefit the community that lives as 
a team on MacDill.

We often refer to “Team MacDill.” The 
saying typically is used to refer to our local 
representatives from all services and other 
nations that work here. It’s a unique mix of 
active duty, reserve counterparts, civilian, 
and contract employees. When it comes to 
funding investments, awarding and execut-
ing, project work requires a much larger 
team effort. The team expands to include 
members from Headquarters Air Mobility 
Command, Headquarters Air Force, and all 

of us that work at MacDill through the dis-
ruption of growth and improvement. 

So, fiscal year 2010 will be more of the 
same; ribbon cutting at new facilities, con-
gestion on our roads, construction vehicles 
at our gates, and parking challenges in key 
areas on base. 

Thanks for being a key participant on the 
team and working with us for the long term 
benefit and viability of MacDill. It’s really a 
good time to work here.

commentary
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tions online and in person.
The deployed troops were surprisingly  wel-

comed by their family members that came to 
One Buc Place  to cheer them on in the compe-
tition and were able to get  some quality time 
for one-on-one conversations with their fami-
lies through web chatting.

For the troops at MacDill the opportunity to 
spend a couple of hours with the professional 
athletes getting autographs and competing in 
video game competitions was priceless.

“This experience was great, you get to meet 
the NFL players,” said Senior Airman Scott 
Larson, 6th Communications Squadron, In-

stallation Spectrum Manager. “You get to see 
they are real people and have a good time with 
them, joke around and do normal things that 
they probably don’t get to do on an everyday 
basis.”

Buc players also benefited from the experi-
ence as they were able to show the troops how 
much their service to the country is appreciated.

“It feels great,” said Josh Johnson, Tampa 
Bay Bucs quarterback. “It is a way for me to 
show my appreciation for what everybody 
overseas is doing to allow me to live in a free 
country and I am very appreciative of that.”

At times the competition was intense with 

the troops winning at “Rock Star Smash Hits” 
and “Call of Duty 4; Modern Warfare,” while 
the professional athletes finished strong by 
winning at “Madden 2010.”

After losing to the troops early on in the 
competition Johnson had this to say. “It’s been 
a great experience to be in competition with 
them and see them with smiles on their faces 
and us going at it, they are winning right now 
but we will get them later, it’s been great so 
far.”

The two hour event flew by quickly and in 
the end Pro vs. GI Joe lived up to its motto of 
doin’ a little for those who do a lot.

PROS
From Page 12



will you leave your child?” which 
highlighted how the abuse affected 
the children.

“Many times other persons are 
being affected directly or indirectly 
by violence in a relationship,” add-
ed Mr. Navarro. “We try to show the 
patients how their children are af-
fected,” 

He said the chances of a child re-
peating that violence in their own 
relationships are highly likely.

 “Domestic Violence is about con-
trol,” said Mr. Navarro. “The abus-
ers are usually trying to control 
their significant other both men-
tally and physically, they use words 
that hurt as much as a slap in the 
face”

However, there is hope for a sur-

vivor of an abusive relationship if 
detected early.

“Persons may not be willing to 
talk about their situation but once 
they do, they can start to heal,” 
said Maj. Ernestine Harris, 6MDG 
family advocacy program officer. “A 
good strong support system may 
also help shorten the time that a 
survivor is able to recover from the 
abuse.”

According to the National Co-
alition Against Domestic Violence, 
more than 400 persons have been 
affected as a result of abusive rela-
tionships.

“Research has also shown that 
a woman leaves a violent relation-
ship at least seven times before 
they actually leave for good,” said 
Mr. Navarro. “However, the depar-
ture period is considered the most 
dangerous time because then it 

hits home to the abuser 
that they are about to 
lose control.”

The members at the 
Family Advocacy of-
fice hope that promot-
ing domestic violence 
awareness at the base 
can get both the abus-
er and the abused the 
help they need.

“We are trained to provide pre-
vention control to the person being 
abused and the abuser, “added Mr. 
Navarro. “Our intention is to get 
the abuser to call us at the Family 
Advocacy Program before talking to 
anyone else about the violent rela-
tionship.”

The Family Advocacy Program 
provides several services to help 
prevent abuse in relationships. 
They include Domestic Violence 
Victim Advocate, Maltreatment In-
tervention, Special Needs Identi-
fication and Coordination Process, 

the New Parent Support Program 
and Outreach.

The FAP counselors partnered 
with members of the MacDill Base 
Chapel, the Legal Office, Educa-
tion Center and 6th Security Forces 
Squadron will continue their cru-
sade around the base throughout 
the month to increase awareness to 
domestic violence. 

For more information on domes-
tic violence prevention log onto 
www.ncdav.org or contact the 6 
MDG Family Advocacy Program at 
(813)827-9172.

ABUSE
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Photo by Senior Airman Nancy Hooks 

The Family Advocacy Program and Sexual Assault Response Coordina-
tor set up a display called the clothesline project for Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, here Oct. 1 . The clothesline project is designed to 
help women and children break the silence about violence.



The 6th Medical Group Closure
The 6th Medical Group will be closed on 

Oct.30. There will be no services offered at the 
MacDill Clinic, the Brandon Clinic or at the 
PharmaCare Center. Normal business hours 
will resume on Nov.2.

FRC Event at FishHawk Ranch
The MacDill Family Resource Center is host-

ing a Military Family Member Coffee Oct. 9 
from 9:30 – 11 a.m. at the Osprey Club for all 
military members and their families residing in 
the FishHawk Ranch Community. Learn about 
services available to you through the Brandon 
satellite office of the Airman and Family Readi-
ness Center. For more information or to sign up, 
call Gayle Cook at 655-9281.

Airman’s Attic
The Airman’s Attic is seeking volunteers to 

help with donations and operating the store. The 
attic is open Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. serving E-1 to E-6 active duty and their 
family members. All branches are welcome to 
shop. All items are free.

Writing Clinic
Come to the Judge Advocate sponsored Writ-

ing Clinics on the first and third Friday of ev-
ery month in room 120 of the Education Office 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.. The clinic is open 
to anyone associated with the base including ac-
tive duty, civilians, retirees, or family members. 
For more information, contact Ms. Colleen Otero 
at 828-9289. No need to RSVP.

MacDill Enlisted Spouses Club
The MacDill Enlisted Spouses Club meets the 

second Tuesday of every month beginning with 
a potluck at 6 p.m. and meeting at 7 p.m.  Meet-
ings are currently held at the base chapel in An-
nex 1.MacDill ESC is open to all active duty, re-
tired spouses of enlisted members and civilian 
and foreign equivalents. Find us on: www.face-
book.com/macdill.esc or email us at macdillesc@
yahoo.com.

Retiree Activities Office
The Retiree Activities Office (RAO) members 

are in search of volunteers to prepare federal in-
come tax returns for active duty, retirees, and 

their family members for the upcoming tax sea-
son. The RAO anticipates course materials will 
arrive in late November or early December. A 
two week training course is scheduled for Jan. 
11, 2010. Some knowledge in the preparation of 
taxes is preferred. If you are interested in volun-
teering one or two days a week, call the RAO at 
(813) 828-4555.

Pumpkin Safety Patrol volunteers 
needed

The 6th Security Forces Squadron is seeking 
volunteers for the annual Pumpkin Safety Pa-
trol Oct. 31 from 6 to 10 p.m. Volunteers will be 
assigned duties as crosswalk guards and hous-
ing safety patrols. The attire for the evening will 
be BDU or ABUs. Show time for all volunteers is 
4:30 p.m. Please park and meet at the rear of the 
new Security Forces Building 203. Volunteers 
are being asked to bring an illumination device. 
A traffic vest will be provided. To sign up or for 
further information, contact Staff Sgt. Jedediah 
Hudgins at 828-2565, or to sign up via e-mail 
to Jedediah.hudgins@macdill.af.mil and provide 
your name, rank, squadron and duty phone. 

BRIEFS



MACDILL COMMUNITY
EVENTS

Protestant services
Sunday - 9 a.m., Traditional Service
10:30 a.m., Religious Education, Noon, Gospel Service
Tuesday -Noon, Promise Keepers
Wednesday - 10:30 a.m., Women of the Chapel
Thursday - 11:30 a.m., Officers’ Christian Fellowship
For more information regarding the Chapel or Chapel servic-
es, call 828-3621. 

Catholic services
Saturday - Mass, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday - Mass, 10:30 a.m.
Monday to Thursday: Mass, 12:10 p.m.
Saturday - Sacrament of Reconciliation, 4:30 p.m., (or by ap-
pointment)  
Jewish and Islamic services
Call 828-3621 for information

CHAPEL SCHEDULE

AT THE MOVIES
Friday - 7 p.m.
 
The Final destination (R)

Saturday - 7 p.m.

Gamer (R)

Saturday - 3 p.m.
  
All about Steve (PG-13)

$4 for adults / $2 for children 828-2780
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Friday
Bayshore Club

There will be a Hispanic Heri-
tage Luncheon at the Bayshore 
Club from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
For reservations call Beth at 
828-4545.

Bayshore Club
An Oktoberfest Membership 

Dinner will be held at the Bay-
shore Club from 5:30 until 8:30 
p.m. The club staff is serving up 
all your German favorites. Live 
entertainment and drink spe-
cials. Air Force Club Members: 
FREE; Spouse: $12.95; Non-
Members: $14.95; Reservations 
for parties of six or more call 
828-4756. Sponsored in part by 
Grow Financial* *No federal en-
dorsement of sponsor intended.

Tuesday-Friday
Short Fitness & Sports Center

Sports Week kicks off Oct. 13 
with a 5K Run at 7:30 a.m. For a 
complete Sports Week Schedule, 
log onto www.macdillfss.com. 
Sponsored in part by Stadium 
Toyota* *No federal endorse-
ment of sponsor intended.

Wednesday
Surf’s Edge Club

There will be Drive by Pizza 
Wednesdays at the Surf ’s Edge 
Club from 11 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
Large Cheese: $7; Large Pepper-
oni : $9.  Air Force Club Members 
Save $1 use a Mac“Deal” Buck

Thursday
SeaScapes Beach Club

The Seascapes Beach Club 
will be having Taco Salad All 
Day & Night for $7.50, the meal 
includes a small fountain drink. 
Add a dessert for $2 – Key Lime 
Pie or Brownie Ala Mode

CFC
Capt. John Sokohl, assistant 6th Air Mobility Wing staff judge advocate, Tony McKenna, Combined Feder-
al Campaign Suncoast director, Chief Master Sgt. Derrick Crowley, command chief, and Julia Stevenson, 
local Federal Campaign coordinator, look on as Col. Larry Martin, Wing commander, kick off Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC) with his personal contribution here Sept. 28. CFC is the world’s largest and most 
successful annual workplace charity campaign. CFC runs from Oct. 16 through Nov. 16.


